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Beach, Florida. We began our teaching careers
together, and over the course of the intervening
years we became friends. We both rejoiced
when Providence smiled on us and allowed our
professional lives to intersect again at GardnerWebb. Even now, after almost a year, I am still
unable to put to words the depth of my loss and
bereavement. I know that I am not alone in my
griefOur community has known more than its share
of sorrows over the past 18 months. Individually
and collectively we have walked through the
valley of the shadow of death. And in many of
those moments, it has been hard to believe—deep
down inside—that the worst thing is not the last
thing. It has been hard, at times, to hope.
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November 29

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Luke 21:25-36

Larry George
Associate Professor of
New Iestament Interpretation
School of Divinity
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When the Logos becomes flesh an
us, God gives us the greatest gift
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It had come to this—if she did not make an A
on the final exam, she would lose her academic
scholarship.
As Emily walked around the library trying to
choose a place to study, she spotted a study group
from her class at a back table. Deeply engrossed
in their conversation, they did not see her. She
paused for a moment and sighed, dhis group had
been meeting all semester and had invited her to
join them several times, but she had always had
“better things” to do and declined. Those better
things” did not seem so important now as she
realized that these were the students who were
making the best grades in her class. She could
have been among them.
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Isaiah 11:1-10
1 Thesslonians 3:9-13
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Mark Hughes
Vice President of- Enrollment
Management
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in the end, be my own und
more connected than we
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see the anticipation in our eyes and hearts as we
celebrate the true reason for this season.
Advent...the arrival of our Messiah! Yes, we
celebrate Christmas, Christ’s first arrival, but
we all, as Christians, can anticipate with great
hope His second coming. Our text from Isaiah
35, reminds us to have expectant hope in God’s
promise. The parched desert will burst into
bloom and the weak will be strengthened. The
blind will see and the deaf will hear. I have faith,
that whatever our struggles, He will meet our
needs and restore us as well. He wants to lead
us to the highway of holiness where we can
experience everlasting joy, peace, and harmony.
Tla is year if your heart is heavy with the untimely

December 3

Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Kathy Naish
Student
School of Divinity
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When I returned to the Dominican 4 years
later, I made sure to visit Fermin’s village in
hopes of seeing him again. The years in between
had not been kind to Fermin physically, but
his spirit and faith were stronger than ever. Just
before our visit, he had led a group of hundreds
of teenagers at a youth rally as their praise and
worship leader. When his youth group finished
singing for us that day, I asked again if I could
pray with Fermin. This time I also requested
that he pray for me. Remembering James 5:16,
I recognized that the prayers of this righteous
man of God would be powerful and effective in
my own life.
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December 5

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Matthew 1:18-25
Rachel Adams
Undergraduate Student
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the God I knew was continual
and loving. My God would n
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The crux, I realized, was that th
had no basis of comparison for

in South America and wanted to return for the
remainder ol his work lile. There was much
about the prospect that was appealing—living
abroad, learning another language, getting to
really know people in another part ol the world,
teaching in a seminary, hopefully traveling.
There was also much that did not appeal living
so far from family and Iriends, missing out on
so many Christmases and family occasions, the
prospect ol experiencing political instability.
Most importantly, though, I had not experienced
what I considered a “call to missions. One ol
my New Testament professors had made the
statement that we didn’t need a call when we
had a command to go into all the world, but
that was not ol much help when everyone,
particularly the Foreign Mission Board, expected
me to have experienced a call.
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DECEMBER 7

Nahum 1:15
James 3:18
Scott Bell
Student
School of Divinity

It is readily evident that M
She painted for us an accu
of the Christian understand
individuals cannot understan
that Martha had. It is an illog
does not make sense. How c
peace when they face so man
In many respects, Christian
rest of humanity. They have
They suffer from depression
experience difficulties in rel
they consider life to be in
and worth living.

Christian peace is not found
It is not found in the glor
cool rugged peaks in the R

strikingly different and hopeful views of reality.
Ezekiel s hearers were people whose worst fears
had been realized—they were conquered people
living in exile from their beloved homeland.
They were convinced that their whole nation
was as dead as were their soldiers whose
broken, dry bones lay scattered across ancient
battlefields. We smile with recognition as we
hear God’s dramatic message that the dry bones
could live again, but we forget the simple story
that followed. It was an object lesson using two
sticks. God told Ezekiel to write for Judah
on one of them, and “for Joseph (the stick of
Ephraim)” on the other. These were the two
parts of their country that had for hundreds of
years remained apart after a civil war. Finally,
enemies had destroyed both of them. Ezekiel
was told to hold the sticks together before the

be uncomfortable. L
in Paul’s time, som
certainties, while oth
immorality must n
kind of faithfulness
by Jesus. Paul remin
hope described in E
life can find fulfillm
in Jesus and bearing
love, joy, peace, pati
putting up with peo
faithfulness, gentlene
a wonderful alterna
the hateful, aggressi
world that is all arou
we remember again
possible, may we bal
in Christ with cultiv
of His Spirit.

December 9

Isaiah 55:12-13
Romans 8:1-6
Kelly Brame
Coordinator of Leadership and
Volunteerism
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a treat. He would then take them up the road
for burgers and ice cream at a nearby grill. Alex
and Tyler, our young sons, felt the love that
their grandfather had for them. ITiey felt safe
and secure in his presence and had a deep bond
with him.
I will never forget the moment and how I felt
when that dreadful call came with news that Bob
had had an aneurism and was nonresponsive.
That evening in December of 1995, Bob, Dad,
“Grandsire,” left this world and was in the
presence of God. About 3 weeks aftei his death,
I walked into our oldest sons room and could
hear him sobbing. 1 found him curled up on
the floor beside his bed, his face wet with tears.

be blessed with H
all understandin
your life.

December 11

Isaiah 26:12-13
1 Peter 3:8-12
Martha Tate
Housekeeping
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praise for all that we accomp

sprung up as in a thicket...they saw also the
chambers of the priests in ruins. (I Maccabees
4:38)
Judas appointed men to cleanse the sanctuary
and build a new altar for God. After re-lighting
the temple, burning incense, placing bread
on the table once more, and repairing the
curtains, the people came back to the temple
to offer sacrifice and to celebrate the temples
restoration: It was dedicated with songs and
harps and lutes and cymbals. All of the people
fell on their faces and worshipped and blessed
Heaven.” (I Maccabees 4:54-55)
Todays Advent reading from Psalm 30 preserves
a similarly celebratory moment:
You have
turned my mourning into dancing; you have
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with salvation. We d
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Sunday,
December 13

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Luke 3:7-18
Danny West
Executive Director of the
Doctor of Ministry Program
Associate Professor of
Preaching and Pastoral Studies
School of Divinity

18
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return to throughout my life. Y7hen I am a
mother, or if I am lucky, a grandmother, I want
to teach the children in my life what I learned
from Hunna about joy.
When I was very young, anytime I had a recital
or a graduation, Hunna would say: I will be
the one who stands up and says, That s my
granddaughter. ’ And as I got oldei, she added
on. “I wilt be the one who stands up and points
to vou and hollers, There. Right there. That
one THAT’S MY GRANDDAUGHTER!
When I entered junior high school, she began
to add on the clothes. It started with a pair
of red, knee-length boots, and as the years
passed, the story got more elaboiate. By the
time I graduated high school, the speech went
something like: “I’m going to wear my kneehigh red boots, and my leather mini-skirt, and
a leopard-print shirt, and my fish-net stockings,

heeled boots and
the formal line o
guess what she wh

Hunna continue
happiness, joy
momentary. And
a decision to fee
recognize that th
crackling with b
sorrow. My prim
Goodwill. She de
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Rejoice in the Lo
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you.

Tuesday,
December 15

Exodus 15:20-21
Luke 5:33-39
Sharon Decker
Student
School of Divinity
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was determined to wear tho
tried to reason with her th
inappropriate for church, th
get cola, that they didn’t m
To no avail, she won, and o
with a proud grin beyond d
mom, with a disgusting snee

What a sight we must ha
ushers noticed; yes, the lad
noticed; and yes, even the
whom I have never heard s
Without exception, each p
Em that day smiled and com
how lovely she looked. Unli
seem to mind the clanking
against the slate church flo
from hearing a word of the

calculator would compute the equation while
Granddaddy did it mentally, scratching an
occasional detail on his notepad. Granddaddy
always got it right. Sometimes he even beat the
calculator.
But Granddaddy never finished college because
life took some unfortunate turns for his family.
Granddaddy made the only choice he felt le
could at that time: He went to work, earning
money to pay tuition for his sisters so that they
could complete their teaching degiees. ^ou
girls got to get your education,” he must have
said to them as he said a generation later to my
mother and even later to my sister and to me.
“These days, men can always get work, but you
girls will need a college degree to get a good
paying job.”

co-eds with their Ba
those who listened
felt somewhat as I
plans my Granddad
their hearts quicke
preparing for their
harm,” of their “fut
picture their faces a
Look into their eyes
“This promise is f
they sense the real
Abraham, Isaac, an

'Ihe promise holds.
rejoice always.

Th u rs day,
December 17

Psalm 46

together, especially at holiday
have anticipated her excitem
morning, whether she wa
the wrapping paper (much
(somewhat younger), or mone
This year I will anticipate her
though it will be from 8000 m

1 Peter 1:3-9
Eddie Stepp
Associate Professor
of Religious Studies
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So here 1 am, a week before C
firstborn is halfway around th
the first celebration of- the In
family when we will not all b
am to think about JOY?! Fo
it less than ironic that both p
reading speak to my situation
are not as tumultuous and

What 1 didn’t realize until experiencing intense
grief myself was how overwhelming the
physical, mental, and spiritual pain something
so benignly referred to as a “process” could be.
Many people who had experienced loss reached
out to me. Time and again, I asked, sometimes
begged, these people who had started on their
grief journeys before me to tell me what to do.
The pain was so intense that I imagined there
must be some way to wake up from it and do
something that would enable me to experience
joy again.
During that time, a dear friend gave me a
magnet for my refrigerator reading, “Friends are
God’s way of taking care of us.” My friends and
family certainly played a huge role in helping
me to experience healing. Primarily, they did
not do this by trying to answer the question

It is this communit
loving and caring f
reminded of in the
Ephesians 2:14-17.
reminded that Jesu
peace among us, br
make us feel separate
in my grief, I retreat
much alone. I was h
by loving people wh
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community.

December 19

Psalm 149:1-9
Ephesians 5:18-19
Scott Shauf
Assistant Professor
of Religious Studies
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name. The joy we experi

and Zechariah gather with friends and family
to circumcise and name this miracle child. All
assume that he will be named after his father;
when they ask Zechariah, however, Zechariah,
in obedience to the angel’s command, writes
that the child is to be named John. Immediately
Zechariah regains his ability to speak, and
immediately he begins to praise God for this
miracle baby. Zechariah prophesies that the
salvation of Israel has arrived, and that Gods
promises to Abraham are now being fulfilled.
Significantly, an object of Zechariahs praise
is Gods rescue of Israel, so that the people
“might serve him without fear, in holiness and
righteousness before him all our days.’ Equally
as significant, Zechariah prophesies that this

will be “pleasing to
of old.”

Advent is indeed a ti
a time of preparation
ourselves for the com
and we prepare by p
might present to him
to him. Our offering
pleasing to the Lor
of silence were finall
words of obedience
enjoy times of silent
Savior, times of pr
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December 21

Psalm 126
Philippians 1:3-11
Pam my Hoyle
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Chair of the Department of
Mathematical Sciences
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a few years younger than
Christian guy committed to
and three terrific young
of life had caused us to los
was having health issues, b
communication through Fa
the seriousness of it all. G
rare condition called cat
with this condition find t
and unexpectedly collaps
control of muscles through
Episodes can last a few min
Gary shared with me that h
home, in church, on the bal
life is foreign to him and his
the medicines that are u
have such serious side eff

Advent themes include love, joy, hope, and
peace. Take a look at these in the context of Jesus
increasing while we decrease. This could mean
that I have to love more even when I thought I
was justified in hating. A pastor once said that
God commands us to love, not to like. If Jesus
increases in my life, 1 need to love people as he
did.
Would not this attitude produce more joy in
our lives as we see others respond to the love
of God showing in our lives? Hate can be an
internal force which can corrupt us. If we say
that we hate, then we do not show love, 4et,
we are probably more guilty of not caring about
many than we are of hate. A loving attitude

share love in many
of tea would be a
concern and love t
question, “What W
would be that he w
increases in our liv

December 23

Psalm 25:1-10
Luke 1:39-45
Steve Varley
Vice President for Development

How then should I approach
that promise comfort,
mindlessness surround me.
paradoxes of existence is t
pleasure and convenience lea
the gross inability to deal w
Addiction, codependency,
its consequence, credit proble
relationships, hurtful behav
each of these are expression
the supposedly inalienable
To some extent each one of
everyone’s life, each one a d
one is a consequence of sin.

Christ’s path provides an ex
with difficulties, through the
method He demonstrated in

not afraid!” “Fear not!” he says. You’ve got to
be kidding, right? I mean, every other time in
Scripture when the “glory of the Lord shines,
people are shocked nearly senseless! Nine
months earlier, when the angel Gabriel tells
Mary that she will have a baby, she is greatly
troubled.” Several thousand years before when
the Lord appeared to Moses, he practically has
his shoes knocked from his feet. In the Book
of Revelation, worshipers fall down in Gods
presence and throw ofi their crowns. When
Isaiah caught just a glimpse of the Lords robe
in the Temple, the doorposts and Isaiah himself
begin to shake. Then Isaiah cries, Woe is me...
I am ruined.” Later, when the Lord appeared
to Saul as a “light from heaven flashed, Saul
fell to the ground blinded. No wonder the angel

has decisively bro
brings with it both
God has chosen th
for us that we can
chosen tonight to
to make right a wh
lives.

So, let’s all join to
may not ordinarily
bow our heads, lis
our knees in fearfu
our confession and

a night! What a gif

DECEMBER 25

them?”

How indeed do we relate
question? Are we intimidate
or comforted and reassured?
Isaiah 52:7-10
John 1:1-5
Frank Bonner
President of the University
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We have great things in min

